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Leon Jouhaux, as a union leader, was barred from
official statesmanship.   In 1921, moreover, occurred
the death of Auguste Blum.   All that he represented,
all he had accomplished, was menaced, as he quite
understood, by Leon's beliefs.    But Auguste, too,
was a just man, and refrained from disinheriting his
Socialist   son.     It   can   hardly   have   been   sheer
coincidence that Leon Blum's name was unfurled
just then at the masthead of Le Populaire, a Socialist
sheet of two pages which for five years had been
starving in the capital.   It was scheduled to publish
every afternoon, but had been able to print no more
than an average of one number in  three days.
Faure   was   editor-in-chief;    the   departments   of
politics and literature were in the respective care of
Longuet   and   Henri   Barbusse.     After   a   week's
warning, Le Populaire, on April 8, 1921, doubled its
size to four pages and began appearing regularly
every morning.    Improvements even thus modest
exact cash, such as M. Blum had recently inherited.
A salutatory article, doubtless from his pen, ack-
nowledged that a certain sum of capital, " relatively
small," had been needed to launch the journal in its
new form.    Prospective subscribers were assured^
however, that cc all the stock is owned by comrades
of the party."    He and Longuet, who had been
collaborators on the initial staff of FHumanitf, were
jointly proclaimed as directors of politics.   War was
declared  forthwith   upon   Communism  and   cc its
destestable spirit of division and tyranny."   In the
issue of April  9 was  published  M.  Blum's  first
signed  editorial.    It was  an  attack on  Premier